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Joe’s career started as a House Page
and led him to positions on the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources and the
Committee on Education and Labor. In
2010, Joe joined the Clerk’s organiza-
tion as Reading Clerk, where this
Chamber has enjoyed his voice and dili-
gence for over a decade.

When asking the many teams who
work with him how they would de-
scribe Joe, the word that came up re-
peatedly was ‘‘teammate.” As a dedi-
cated public servant with nearly three
decades of experience and knowledge,
Joe’s attention to detail, mentorship,
humor, and kindness made him an
asset and a friend to every team he has
been a part of. From his restaurant
recommendations to stories about see-
ing his favorite bands play live on
weekends, Joe will not only be missed
by his colleagues in Legislative Oper-
ations, but by all of us who know him
as part of this Chamber.

I would like to wish Joe well in his
retirement and celebrate his commit-
ment to serving this body so ably for so
many years. Congratulations, Joe.

————
HATE CRIMES IN AMERICA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
was in the United States Congress
when the first hate crimes legislation
was written. It was written after the
heinous killing of James Byrd in
Texas, where a Black man was dragged
through the streets of Texas and de-
capitated.

Tomorrow, the President of the
United States will go to Georgia, where
eight people were killed, six of whom
happen to be Asian women. Yet a cap-
tain in the Cherokee Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said that the perpetrator had a
bad day.

Mr. Speaker, wrapped in racism,
white supremacy, and hatred, the Geor-
gia law says that if you kill women, it
may be a gender hatred crime. I want a
full investigation. I believe in the Con-
stitution due process, but this is a hate
crime. People are dead, Asian women
are dead, and this perpetrator should
be held accountable.

If you are in law enforcement, the
best role that you have is as a fact
finder and someone who can offer sym-
pathy that makes sense, not that the
perpetrator had a bad day and this is
what he did. I am having a bad day be-
cause we still have hatred in this coun-
try.

———

SUPPER FROM A LAB IS NOT A
SOLUTION

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
Nebraska is famous for its high-quality
beef; and what wine is to France, beef
is to Nebraska.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. Speaker, a few weeks ago, a num-
ber of us took note when Microsoft
founder Bill Gates proposed that the
wealthiest nations move to a hundred
percent synthetic beef—synthetic
beef—to fight climate change.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have been in
meetings with Bill Gates, and I respect
his intellect and his desire for social
responsibility by the world’s wealthi-
est, and I have no beef with Bill for his
desire to see us transition to a much
more sustainable economy, and I agree.
But making supper from a lab? That is
not a solution. That is a chemistry ex-
periment.

Mr. Speaker, America makes food,
real food, and we shouldn’t disrupt a
nutritional food source and manage-
ment of our animal resources that
would have minimal effect on green-
house gases.

I have an idea. I would like to invite
Mr. Gates to the West Point Livestock
Auction, and he can present his pro-
posal for lab-based meat to the farmers
and ranchers there. We would have a
healthy debate.

————

OUR DIVERSITY MAKES US
STRONG

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the millions of Dreamers who
call America home and contribute to
the rich tapestry of our country, yet
have seen their dreams of a permanent
home deferred over and over again.

These Americans, in every way but
on paper, deal with uncertainty each
day that we fail to act. Now that the
House has acted, the Senate must im-
mediately pass the American Dream
and Promise Act.

In our melting pot of a city, New
Yorkers have shown again and again
that it is our diversity that makes us
strong and that immigrants and the
American Dream are linked.

So, today, the House made clear that
immigrants are welcome here and that
Dreamers deserve to know their home
will not be taken away. I thank all of
my colleagues who voted ‘‘yes” to pro-
viding this commonsense pathway to
citizenship, and I urge the Senate to do
the same.

———

CHILD ABUSE LEGISLATION
NEEDS TO BE FIXED

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week, the House voted on H.R. 485,
Stronger CAPTA, a reauthorization of
the Child Abuse Protection and Treat-
ment Act.

Abuse is obviously a horrible thing
that no child should have to suffer.
However, this legislation has multiple
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issues which I call on the Senate to fix.
Notably, it would create a national
registry of child abuse and neglect.

Now, this sounds good, but under cur-
rent law, a person does not need to be
convicted or even charged with a crime
to be put on a State abuse registry,
which leads to many parents being
added due to misfiled paperwork or
perhaps overzealous CPS workers.

Homeschooling parents in particular
face this issue, and an appeal can take
months or even years to get a name re-
moved from the list. By nationalizing
State registries, this problem will
spread nationwide without a fix.

The legislation attempts to address
this concern by creating a working
group to study and make recommenda-
tions on due process concerns, but that
is not a sufficient safeguard for Ameri-
cans’ due process rights.

A 2009 HHS report on the feasibility
of a national child abuse registry noted
that a national registry would be
plagued by false positives, where an in-
nocent person sharing a name with an
abuser would be flagged in background
searches.

I call on the Senate to fix this legis-
lation.
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OBSERVING SLEEP AWARENESS
WEEK

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
to speak about Sleep Awareness Week,
a week to remind us all of the impor-
tance of something we all need—a good
night’s sleep.

Sleep Awareness Week and World
Sleep Day are internationally recog-
nized and bring awareness to sleep and
its important impact on our health.

The pandemic has taken a toll on all
of us, including our sleep schedules. In-
creased anxiety and worries have made
it harder than ever to get consistent
and peaceful sleep.

Despite this fact, it is important we
consider the instrumental role sleep
plays in keeping our bodies and minds
healthy.

A proper comprehensive view of good
health must include the importance of
rest. We all could use it.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues to ensure all American fam-
ilies, including 165,000 people in our
country impacted by narcolepsy, have
access to the healthcare they need.

Sleep, wellness, and health must go
hand in hand.

———
HONORING GARY CLARK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BOWMAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2021, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. C. SCOTT
FRANKLIN) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.
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